THE GUILD OF STRAW CRAFTSMEN

A Decorative Ring

made with a 4-straw Compass Plait

An ideal Christmas project. It can be adapted in many ways either as a Christmas tree
decoration or glued onto a card.

You will need:
Tools

e Scissors
e Seam Ripper (optional)
¢ Flat bladed knife, smoother or Hindenburg.

Materials

4 straws for a length of 4-Straw Compass Plait

Glue stick (not runny glue)

Sticky Tape

Red cotton (approx. 15cms for each heart)

Hollow dyed red straw

Paper (red and white)

Prepared straw ring, and/or blank greetings card of choice
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To make a 4-straw Compass Plait
This is an easy and very effective 4-straw plait.
Step 1 Tie 4 straws tightly together under N

the heads with a clove hitch. Spread
out into NESW.

[£.]

Step 2 Bring N down to lie by S. Take S up N
to where N was. o
[N}

[T

Step 3 In a similar move, bring E across to
lie by W. Take W across to where E
was.

Step 4 It is important to keep the straws H
parallel as they cross over. Looking
down on your plait it should look like
this:

When you have completed the required length of plait, bring all four straws up together
and tie securely with a clove hitch.

To make the decorative ring

Plait a sufficient length of 4-straw Compass Plait (see above) Cut off the wheat ears, and
tie one end of the plait to the other, in a loop. Place your loop in a heat proof jug and
cover with hot water; allow it to soak for a few minutes. This will render the plait pliable
again. Remove the loop and place round a circular former (plastic pill bottle, pie funnel,
etc.) that is large enough to stretch the plait very slightly. Allow to dry overnight, then
remove from former. This should result in a nicely circular ring.
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Making the marquetry heart

Preparation:

1. Draw out on your red paper one block of eight 1.5cm squares arranged in one
line.

x1

2. Draw out two blocks of four 1.5cm squares arranged in a cube.

X7

Tip: Rule out a complete sheet of A4 white paper into 1.5cm squares, and keep
this as your master copy.

Photocopy this sheet on to red paper. You can then easily cut out your single line
of 8 blocks and your two squares of 4 blocks.

3. Trace off and cut out the heart shape on to card for use as a template.

4. Preparation of straw ribbons - see steps 2, 3, 4 in the Greetings Card project.
Each heart will require one or two strips (depending on the diameter of your
straw) of not less than 12cms in length.

The marquetry heart

Step 1
Prepare your straw. You will need straw that is hollow, i.e. straw that has a thin
wall, not a thick wall or a pithy stem. If using the top section, cut off the head of
wheat, then cut again just above the node. Slide off the leaf sheath. The middle

section in between the nodes can also be used, but you will find it tougher. You
now have a tube of straw.

Step 2

Damp your straw slightly, (put it in water for a minute or two) then split it from
top to bottom either with one scissor blade, a seam ripper, or one of the straw
splitters specially designed for the purpose (Hindenburg.).
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Step 3

Carefully open the straw out flat. You will have one shiny side and one dull (pithy)
side. On a flat surface, smooth the pith side with a flat bladed knife, a smoother
or a Hindenberg. Gently scrape away the pith until you have a smooth flat ribbon
of straw. Some people prefer to iron the straw flat (use a low temperature).

Step 4

Place glue on the pith side of your straw ribbon and stick it on the blank side of
the long strip of red paper. If you are using thick straw, one straw ribbon should
be sufficient to cover the paper, but if it is not, then you will need a second strip.
Make sure the second strip is butted up to the first one and no paper shows
through. If possible, allow to dry thoroughly under a weight.

Step 5

Turn the strip over, and carefully cut across the lines. This will give you eight
identical straw squares.

Step 6

Take one of the square pieces of red paper and fold in half on the central line,
then open it out again (you will see why later). Now carefully stick four of your
small straw squares in place using the lines as a guide BUT stick one square with
the grain of the straw horizontal, and the one next to it with the grain vertical.
Most important of all is to ensure that the squares meet in the centre. The
outside edges are not so critical as they will be trimmed off. Now repeat this
process with the other piece of paper and the remaining four straw squares.
Again, allow to dry thoroughly under a weight, if possible.

Step 7

Now take your card heart template, and trace off the shape onto the back side of
each of your two squares, lining up the heart on the central crease that you made
earlier. Cut out each heart.
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Step 8
On the paper side of one of the hearts, secure your piece of red cotton thread

with a very small piece of sticky tape, then stick the two hearts together, back to

back. Trim if necessary.

¢ —

Step 9
Secure the heart to the straw ring, allowing it to hang freely.

Step 10
With the remaining thread make another loop as a hanger.
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Variations

1. Add a sprig of holly to a plaited ring for a simple Christmas tree decoration.

2. Glue a heart on to a contrasting colour card to make a gift tag , or use it on its
own as a Christmas tree decoration.

3. Using the blocks technique, you can prepare a much larger sheet of marquetry
squares and paste this onto a card blank. An aperture card such as this heart
shape is ideal.
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